Liver transplantation at the University of Pennsylvania and the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.
The liver transplant program at the University of Pennsylvania and the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia experienced healthy growth in its clinical activity in the past 5 years. Patterns of referral and patient evaluation were established, care of patients while waiting on the list or being followed after transplantation was streamlined. We are now achieving excellent outcomes while transplanting relatively sicker patients. Innovative surgical procedures are implemented resulting in more efficient utilization of cadaveric and living-donor liver grafts. The protocols that are used for patient care are more standard, yet flexible and accommodate recent advancement in transplantation immunobiology. This progress of the clinical program was enhanced by careful preservation of the academic mission of the institution, which encourages the liver transplant faculty to be involved in NIH-supported clinical and basic science research.